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Boarding
Fine all round. It was felt by all the Inspectors that there was an excellent atmosphere for all the pupils who board at St. Cretien's, and that plenty of activities were laid on for them at all times. The facilities were clean and modern, and all in all we were very impressed indeed with everything we saw. None of the pupils gave the impression of being anything less than happy at being here. Beds and dormitories looked generally comfortable, though it was noticed that bedsheets could be changed a little more often.

Safety and Child Protection
Really fine, and nothing much out of the ordinary to report. There had been a few incidents, we understand, in the past, but then what school hasn’t had an accident or two with all these children around! Overall, it was felt by all the Inspectors that the children here enjoyed a very safe environment indeed. It was deemed that some of the irrational fears expressed by parents and pupils were highly exaggerated.

Teaching
Absolutely fine. Fine in the extreme. Well done one and all on the teaching staff for providing the pupils with a first-class all-round education. What we saw of the teaching, when we observed lessons, was exemplary, and it was felt by the whole team that we had something to learn ourselves, when we go back to our respective schools. Of particular note was how well all teaching staff were able to integrate into their lessons a wide array of excellent best practice, and to keep the whole experience relevant and child-centred in a thoroughly modern way.

Extra-curricular activities
Again, very fine indeed. The sheer range of sports, games and activities enthralled all of us, from the cheese-throwing to the bog-snorkelling, from darts tournaments to all the good, regular work that goes on down on the school farm. On any given weekend, there is a good, all-round programme of clubs and societies for the pupils to do, and the Saturday evening disco, whilst going on till a rather unorthodox 4.30 am, was clearly typical of a vibrant and exhilarating weekly event! It’s impressive that the whole school still makes Sunday morning Chapel at 7.00 next day, though the Inspectors did note that there was a faint whiff of alcohol, and a number pupils taking Communion wine did look quite pale.

The effectiveness of governance, management and leadership
Very impressive. An altogether brilliant management structure, despite the difficulties the school has had in appointing a new Head Master. Nonetheless, the running of the school is very smooth indeed, and there are no complaints from either disgruntled parents or staff bristling with rage. All in all perfectly fine.

Compliance with regulatory requirements
Absolutely fine. There are no compliance issues at the school, and the management has ensured that the entire site is Toffsted –compliant.
